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Economic uptick good news 
for M&E sector - page 3

BUSINESS at leading South African truck 
and trailer building company, Serco, has 
recovered strongly in the last quarter of 

2020 with prospects for 2021 looking promis-
ing, which takes some of the sting out of the 
reality of sales being nearly 25% down com-
pared to 2019.

That’s according to CEO Clinton Holcroft, 
who said a significant win for the company was 
that it did not have to retrench any employees 
in spite of the “extremely difficult” trading con-
ditions caused by COVID-19.

“I extend my special thanks and apprecia-
tion to all staff for the extra effort they put in to 
ensure our wheels kept turning, even during 
the darkest days,” said Holcroft.”

Serco’s head office is in Durban, with 
branches in Johannesburg, Cape Town and 
Port Elizabeth.

Holcroft said the pandemic accelerated their 
efforts to grow the dry freight section of the 
business with the introduction of new cargo 
van bodies, curtain siders and drop side vehi-
cles, to complement the refrigerated trailers 
and bodies they are well known for.

“Another positive - and there are several - is 
that despite the pandemic adding extra pres-
sure on South Africa’s already weak economy, 
Serco has seen trailer and truck body orders 
pick up strongly in the later part of 2020, which 
bodes well for a rebound in the new year.”

This forecast is based on transport opera-
tors needing to replace ageing vehicles in 
their fleets which become more costly to 
run as they get older, and backlogs with  
certain popular truck chassis delaying the 
replacement of new bodies into early 2021.

Fragile market

However, there is no doubt, said Holcroft, 
that the market is fragile with customers being 
very cost sensitive and focused on extracting 
best value for their spend.

“Our goal is to reduce costs thus enabling 
us to offer competitive pricing and enhance 
product value with our increased payload 
and durability in both our refrigerated and dry 
freight options.”

Holcroft said there had been a significant 

increase in demand for good quality pre-owned 
refrigerated trailers and rentals.  “We have 
focused on these areas due to the growing 
demand.

“However, some constraints have been 
encountered where tare weights and descrip-
tion changes for rebuilds often take months to 
resolve due to inconsistencies in requirements 
at the licensing department as well as inspec-
tions for special approval being hamstrung 

because of poor communication between the 
Department of Transport and local licensing 
departments.”

He said there had been months of major 
bottlenecks at vehicle testing stations which 
handled the issuing of certificates of fitness 
for new and used vehicles.  The delays were 
the result of restrictions being placed on the 
number of tests permitted each day - even 
during level 1 lockdown - making the situation 
extremely challenging as volumes increased 
towards the later part of the year.

“The economy won’t grow significantly until 
the government intervenes and corrects wor-
rying aspects affecting the transport industry 
such as the long delays at vehicle licensing 

departments and the burning of trucks on 
South African freeways. These issues are 
causing negative publicity both locally and 
globally with little or no visible corrective action 
being taken.”

Holcroft added there was a need to create a 
more business friendly environment in South 
Africa that would increase growth and reduce 
unemployment.

Bounce back for truck builder

Durban refinery 
could be closed 

for months 
IT is likely to be several months before the 

Engen refinery in Durban, shut down after a 
fire on 4 December 2020, is operating again. 

This, combined with the closure of another 
major crude energy refining plant in Cape Town 
in July, also after a fire, has put a severe strain 
on South Africa’s refinery capacity.

That’s according to Avhapfani Tshifularo, 
executive director of the SA Petroleum Industry 
Association (SAPIA), who said this means 
the country will be more reliant than ever on 
imports for the foreseeable future.

The Department of Mineral Resources and 
Energy says it will conduct an assessment 
of petroleum products supply after the fire at 
SA's second-largest crude oil refinery in south 
Durban.

The 120,000 barrel-per-day (bpd) refinery 
halted operations as investigations started into 
the cause of the blaze, which was preceded by 
an explosion heard all around the city. Engen 

said it was taking measures to ensure security 
of supply.

The refinery shutdown comes as South 
Africa seeks to restart an economy hard hit by 
COVID-19. The country is already a net import-
er of crude oil and petroleum products, and 
according to SAPIA’s Tshifularo, this depend-
ence is only likely to deepen.

“It goes without saying that if we lose cur-
rent refinery capacity, more products will be 
imported to ensure security of supply,” he said.

Speaking to Cape Talk’s Refilwe Moloto on 
10 December he said there was likely to be 
sufficient stock of petrol and diesel to avoid 
shortages over the next few months, thanks to 
the COVID-induced slowdown and the festive 
season shutdown of major industries.

He added that contingencies were in place to 
ensure that farmers in the midst of one of their 
busiest periods would be provided for.

He also gave the assurance that thanks to 

import price parity policies, con-
sumers wouldn’t be coughing up 
more at the pumps for fuel, despite 
the uptick in imports.

But the shutdown of two plants 
which account for almost a third of 
South Africa’s refining capacity has 
cast further doubt on the future of 
the local refining industry.

Even before the fire, Engen con-
firmed that it was considering its 
options for the Durban refinery 
after rumours surfaced earlier this 
year that it planned to shutter the 
plant for good in 2023 and convert into a fuel 
storage terminal.

The current shutdown comes at a crucial 
time as SA looks to kick-start an economy hit 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Asked when Tshifularo expected the Engen 
facility to open again, he said it was likely to 

be “several months at least”, pointing out that 
the Astron Energy refinery in Cape Town was 
still closed after the fire in July which killed two 
engineers. “These things take a long time. The 
authorities need to conduct a thorough investi-
gation and so do the companies themselves.”
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With the global demand for clean, safe and 
reliable water, coupled with rising popula-

tions and urbanization, the water industry in 
South Africa faces unprecedented challenges. 
Joyce Moganedi, Sales Manager for Power 

& Water, ABB Energy Industries in South 
Africa, explains how desalination can help 

combat water shortages. 

DEMAND for water, both for domestic and 
industrial use, across South Africa is 
coming under increasing pressure. There 

is an urgent need to find alternative solutions to 
deliver more water. 

One of the key actions to combat water 
shortages is desalination, a technology pro-
cess to produce fresh water from saline water. 
With a coastline of over 2500 kilometres, South 
Africa is rightly looking at how it can plug the 
gap between supply and demand by convert-
ing seawater for human use. 

Currently South Africa has around 10 desali-
nation plants dotted along the coast from 

Lambert’s Bay in the west to Richards Bay in 
the east, with Cape Town also recently starting 
down the road of desalination. 

Despite being a viable option to address 
water demand, the output from each plant 
remains quite small and caters only for house-
holds in the immediate vicinity. Many opera-
tors are also still being put off by desalination 
as the process can be energy intensive and 
operationally expensive. Energy usage can 
typically make up more than 20% of a plant’s 
operational costs, however, technology can be 
utilized to reduce this cost.  

Challenges 
Three technologies are utilized for the desal-

ination process: Reverse Osmosis (RO), Multi-
Stage Flash (MSF) and Multi Effect Distillation 
(MED). In some cases, they can be combined 
in a hybrid solution.

Energy efficiency and life-cycle cost opti-
mization are among the most important chal-
lenges for utilities and developers within the 

context of desalination plant in terms of 
optimizing the process of water genera-
tion. 

ABB’s approach has three pillars, 
with the first being the constant devel-
opment of highly efficient products such 
as transformers and motors that can 
help reduce a plant’s electricity bill. 
The installation of high-performance 
equipment reduces energy consump-
tion; drives for example can reduce 
electrical losses from 5% to only 3%.

The second pillar is accurate energy 
audits and advice for plant modifica-
tions to help improve the overall energy 
footprint, including using a Variable 
Frequency Drive to control the motor speed of 
pumps, resulting in a typical energy consump-
tion saving of 30–60%. 

The final, and perhaps the most important, 
pillar is the distributed control system (DCS). 
This is combined with digital solutions that 

optimize the production process, by identifying 
the optimal operational points, giving operators 
insights to make immediate operational deci-
sions (e.g. taking equipment into service or 
out of service to provide the same production 
levels, but with less energy).

With insights from ‘big data’ delivered in real-
time, operators can make informed decisions 
to drive efficiencies that enable operational 
excellence, ensure asset reliability and avail-
ability, mitigate risk and ultimately enhance 
performance and productivity.

It is all well and good having the tools 
and knowledge, but the real test is in hav-
ing solutions out in the field that help realize 
potential. ABB has delivered instrumentation, 
automation and electrical solutions for some 
of the largest and most complex desalination 
projects around the world. 

Case study

One such project was at the Magtaa 
desalination plant in the western Oran region 
of Algeria, where ABB supplied a turnkey 
electrical solution to power what was, at the 
time, the world’s largest membrane-based 
reverse osmosis seawater desalination 
plant. This plant has a designated capacity 
of 500,000m³ per day of drinking water to 
serve about five million people. The project 
is part of the Algerian Government’s efforts 
to provide clean drinking water to its growing 
population. 

ABB was responsible for the design, engi-
neering, supply, installation, and commis-
sioning of the electrical plant system, which 
included constructing a 220kV outdoor sub-
station to provide power to the facility and 
supply products such as power transform-
ers, medium-voltage drives and a range of 
medium and low-voltage switchgear. 

ABB’s role did not end with the plant’s 
commissioning, they had a continued 
involvement in helping maximize operational 
efficiency by minimizing downtime and opti-
mizing energy efficiency through ABB’s ser-
vice offering, including ABB AbilityTM digital 
solutions. 

Harnessing water from the sea 
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AN alarming increase in truck hijackings 
has raised a red flag for fleet owners 
to be extra vigilant. That’s according to 

Gert Pretorius, MD for MiX Telematics Africa, 
who said the recently released national crime 
statistics for July to September 2020 revealed 
that there had been a 32% increase in truck 
hijackings compared to the same period in 
2019.

“This concerning trend is reiterated by the 
Statista Research Department indicating that 
there were 1 202 truck hijackings in South 
Africa during the past fiscal year from 1 April 
2019 to 31 March 2020, representing a 46% 
increase in truck hijacking incidents since 
2012. Based on the recent crime statistics, 
however, this will spike even further during 
this fiscal.”

Pretorius added that while certain crimes 
are showing a downward trend, the sharp rise 
in commercial crimes such as truck hijackings 
and cash-in-transit heists is noticeable on a 
national level. Although all major urban centres 
reported increases, Johannesburg’s metro-
politan precincts saw a 52% increase in truck 
hijackings and a 5% increase in car hijackings, 
which is higher than any other South African 
city.

“To help mitigate and manage the risks 
around hijackings, MiX Telematics offers a 
specialised 24/7 eyes-on-screen service where 
skilled agents pro-actively co-manage risk indi-
cators in real-time. Incidents like hijackings 
and vehicle theft are actioned and escalated 
immediately increasing driver, vehicle and 
cargo safety.”

He said year-to-date MiX had seen a 9% 

increase in vehicle hijacking incidents on their 
fleet customer base compared to 2019, “a fig-
ure that is steadily rising given the challenging 
economic times we find ourselves in as well 
as the increase in vehicle deliveries due to 
peak season activities”.

He cited a recent incident in which a truck 
carrying a load of diesel worth R500 000 was 
recovered after the driver who pressed the 
panic button during the hijacking. “The Track 
and React team has recovered millions of 
rands’ worth of cargo and assisted with 11 
recoveries, a 100% success rate, for this spe-
cific client over the nine years of being a MiX 
customer,” Pretorius said.

He said MiX’s recovery rate for trucks using 
it’s Track and React service over the past year 
had been 97%, which illustrates the effective-
ness of an outsourced fleet monitoring bureau 
to proactively manage the fleet and drivers in 
real-time.

“The agents respond to critical driving 
events as soon as they occur to not only 
assist the driver in an emergency situation but 
to also reduce risky driving behaviours that 
may be detrimental to the safety and produc-
tivity of the fleet.” 

news Follow us on Twitter
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THE Steel and Engineering Industries 
Federation of Southern Africa (SEIFSA) 
has welcomed the uptick in economic 

activity, as reflected in the positive GDP growth 
rates for the third quarter of 2020.

Its Chief Economist Chifipa Mhango said 
while this performance was from a low base, 
given last quarter’s decline of 51.7%, signs of 
recovery have been evident.

These included the easing of declines in pro-
duction for key sectors such as the manufac-
turing and mining sectors, as well as purchas-
ing managers’ index numbers having been in 
the expansionary trajectory recently, amid the 
easing of COVID-19 lockdown restrictions.

“From a Metals and Engineering (M&E) sec-
tor perspective, we are encouraged to see the 
rise in construction activity to 71.1% in the third 
quarter. The construction industry is one of the 
key market segments for M&E industry prod-
ucts and accounts for over 60% of the local 
steel industry’s sales volumes.”

Mhango said it was encouraging to see that 
the Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) had 
increased at a rate of 26.5% in the third quar-
ter, since this was the key indicator of demand 

activity for the M&E sector. The positive move-
ment in the GFCF was mainly attributed to 
the increase in construction works, residential 
buildings, non-residential buildings, machinery 
and other equipment. 

In recent months since the COVID-19 lock-
down measures were implemented in March, 
sales of building and construction material 
picked up from a low base of R1-billion in April 
to a moving monthly average of R10-billion to 
September.

A similar pattern was also reflected in the 
production sales’ improvement from a low base 
of R18-billion in April, reaching R46-billion in 
September. Mhango said this was supportive 
of the trend in the GFCF numbers released 
alongside the GDP figures. 

He noted that the M&E sector is heavily 
reliant on the performance of the mining, con-
struction, and other manufacturing sector seg-
ments to survive, as these are the key sectoral 
markets for steel and related metals products.

“For example, the period between 2003 and 
2010 saw several major infrastructure pro-
jects being implemented in the energy sector 
in preparation for the 2010 World Cup. The 

manufacturing sector, and the M&E sector 
in particular, correspondingly experienced a 
boom in production, with a capacity utlisation 
of over 85%. It would be encouraging to experi-
ence similar demand for M&E sector products 
at this time.”

Mhango cautioned, however, that to guaran-
tee stock availability, the industry would need 
to move back to higher levels of capacity utili-
sation than the current COVID-19-driven level 
of 67% that was the result of working restriction 
guidelines at plant level.

He said the positive increase of 201.4% in 
the export of goods and services in the third 
quarter, which was mainly attributable to an 
increase in vehicle and other transport equip-
ment, precious metals, machinery and equip-
ment, as well as base metals.

This was encouraging, he said, as the 
industry’s competitive advantage on the inter-
national market was being eroded by the high 
costs of doing business, mainly driven by rising 
electricity and logistical costs.

“As local demand remains relatively weak, 
export markets offer opportunities for the M&E 
industry. However, there has to be policy 
intervention from the government to address 
the challenges faced by the M&E sector as 
presented in the Steel Master Plan in order for 
the sector to be globally competitive,” he said.

Economic uptick good news for M&E sector 

GROWTH has slowed in the improving 
freight transport sector, but the upward 
yearly trend remains on course. 

That’s according to Hein Jordt, Managing 
Director of Ctrack SA, who said the sector 
still shows negative growth on a year-on-year 
basis, but far less so than in the last seven 
months. This insight emerged from the Ctrack 
Freight Transport Index which measures the 
overall logistics sector in South Africa.

The Index recorded a year-on-year decline 
of -6.5% for the period that ended in October. 
However, the index was basically stagnant 
between October and September with a figure 
of -0,4%. “As monthly data can still change 
slightly, we believe it is a small pause rather 
than a change in trend.,” Jordt said.

“It is a pity that the positive recovery fol-
lowing COVID-19 lockdown measures is now 

being affected by factors such 
as delays at border posts and 
violence aimed at truckers,” he 
said, adding that the speed of 
the improvement for the next 
two or three months was likely 
to be slower as capacity gets 
closer to previous levels.

“With the biggest decline 
now behind South Africa, other 
problems are unfortunately 

starting to emerge. Delays at borders are 
sometimes more than a week and during the 
last week of October the average delay for 
heavy trucks at the Beitbridge border post was 
close to 100 hours.”

He said the economic strife that was absent 
during COVID-19 lockdown period is now 
once again rearing its head as truckers have 
come under attack in various regions of South 
Africa. 

Internationally analysts have seen the glob-
al supply chain recover up to 90% of pre lock-
down levels but further lockdown restrictions 
in Europe and the USA have put the brakes 
on that recovery.

“The fourth quarter of 2020 will certainly not 
see the same growth as the record breaking 
third quarter did, but some improvement is still 

expected.”
Jordt said the slowdown in growth was 

expected. “Most analysts will attest that the 
closer an industry gets to its previous levels, 
efficiencies, productivity levels and bottlenecks 
have to be overcome again. Furthermore, 
some sectors, such as tourism which also 
require transportation of freight, will take years 
to get back to speed. Fortunately, the overall 
Road Transport industry has held up reason-
ably well.” 

Bulk Rail transport underperformed slightly, 
which he said was probably due to supply 
chain disruptions in China and elsewhere. 

“Following a period of negative growth, 95% 

of the bounce back can happen in a few 
months but the last 5% can easily take double 
the amount of time. As other sectors are also 
integrated with transport sectors it is clear that 
reaching 100% of the levels seen in the middle 
of 2019 is still some months away.”

Commenting on the COVID-19 vaccines, 
Jordt said, “As rollout begins over the next 
year or so, the world and even tourism, will get 
back to normality. Of course, this vaccine is 
still largely unproven but this good news from 
scientists is important for the transport sector 
too.”

Freight transport sector 
recovery stalls

Call for vigilance as truck 
hijackings spike 32%  

Enquiry no: 4

Enquiry no: 5

Enquiry no: 6



KZN Industrial & Business News
January 2021

4 news - opinion Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/kznindustrialnews

Keep every aspect of your fleet, Always Visible.
Transport & Logistics
With Ctrack’s 30 years experience, we can help you unlock 
better diagnostics, support compliance reporting, as well 
as provide tailormade analytics for both short term, and 
long-term decision making. Ctrack will optimise the right 
solution for your specific business needs. 

  Iris Camera Solution 
Front-Back-Side Facing Camera Options

  In Cab Device 
• Job Dispatch 
• Navigation 
• Messaging 
• Driver Behaviour Display

 Asset Monitoring

 Trailer Tracking

  Driver Identification &  
Driving Behaviour Monitoring

  Engine Performance  
Monitoring (CAN)

 Temperature Monitoring

  Remote Door Unlocking 
Door Open/Close Sensor

  Fuel Level &  
Consumption Monitoring

 Vehicle & Fleet Tracking

Keep your eyes on the road

www.ctrack.co.za  |  sales@ctrack.co.za  |  Call Centre: +27 (0)860 333 444 

Always 

Visible

ROBOTIC warehouses are turning small 
urban spaces into “micro fulfilment” 
spaces, says Inospace CEO Rael Levitt, 

who owns and manages 26 business parks in 
South Africa and abroad.

THE demand for fast order fulfilment and 
delivery services skyrocketed in the context 
of the global lockdowns, ushering in a new 
era of challenges and opportunities for the 
beleaguered real estate sector. Robotic micro-
fulfilment warehouses are now rolling out glob-
ally and providing efficient automated selection 
of items to enable faster delivery to consumers.  
Micro-fulfilment centres are much smaller than 
warehouses, which typically need to be on 
the outskirts of cities. Instead, micro-fulfilment 
centres are compact and can be set up within 

cities, ensuring quicker service to a large seg-
ment of customers

In addition to the low cost per square metre, 
these types of robotic fulfilment centres signifi-
cantly boost operational efficiency. They also 
need only a handful of employees at a time. 
An operator at a counter - one of just four 
“touchpoints” - assembles incoming orders 
from arriving bins, picks the items from them, 
then scans and bags them. Bags are lowered 
and robotically ferried to a second touchpoint, 
an outbound terminal.

Micro-fulfilment centres, operated by robots 
and usually smaller than 1,000 square metres, 
are emerging as the future of last-mile delivery 
logistics. The strategy, operated through soft-
ware and executed via automation, powers the 

strategy known as micro fulfilment. It is aimed 
at speeding up the delivery of goods to con-
sumers in cities through operations that pack 
large numbers of products into tight, urban 
spaces.

Far smaller than the typical big-box distribu-
tion centres found in most industrial parks, the 
sites are becoming increasingly attractive to 
retailers adjusting to the dizzying changes in 
consumer markets. Some have been testing 
these types of small fulfilment sites in recent 
years, but the rush to online shopping thanks 
to the COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated 
moves to space-saving, automation-powered 
warehouses.

By squeezing those operations into small 
urban warehouses, businesses hope to pare 

down delivery times so online orders reach 
their destination in hours, not days. Companies 
storing goods at micro-fulfilment sites should 
be able to get orders picked and packed in five 
minutes or less, with only a handful of workers.

Most micro-fulfilment operations are still 
being tested, but the strategy is good news for 
grocery chains and other retailers scrambling 
to meet rising e-commerce demand during the 
pandemic. The future market for automated 
grocery micro-fulfilment centres is estimated 
to be worth $1.2 billion by 2024, according to 
market research firm Interact Analysis.

The key is to store products in spaces that 
only robots, not humans, can reach. There is 
no vertical airspace between bins and only 
about 20cm of space between stacks. Grocery 
installations typically include three different 
sections: one for room-temperature products, 
another for cooler items, and a manual picking 
area for fast-moving goods.

Grocery chain and retailer Walmart is among 
the companies testing various automated sys-
tems, but non-grocery retailers have been 
slower to embrace the concept. This is in 
spite of the fact that the automated alternative 
requires less space than traditional distribution 
and reduces the number of steps for human 
workers.

For retailers working hard to meet the accel-
erated online demand, the technology offers a 
faster return on investment than larger robotics-
equipped warehouses, while allowing retailers 
to fill orders more quickly than they could with 
human workers walking store aisles.

The market change brought on by the pan-
demic has not only escalated the necessity to 
fulfil orders in real-time. Automation is already 
replacing some of the labour-intensive process-
es either fully, or in part. For example, automat-
ed loading and unloading, package delivery, 
and even automated vehicles are already being 
tested and implemented in some cases. 

We’re still pretty far off from seeing some of 
these things happen in South Africa, but dis-
tributors have to start looking at the big picture 
in respect of how they service their customers 
most efficiently in the next three to five years. 

Robots doing your shopping in 
new e-commerce warehouses

NOT only did US residents vote for a new 
president recently, but residents of the 

state of Massachusetts passed a ‘right to 
repair’ law that will compel automakers to open 
up car data to vehicle owners and independent 
mechanics.

Gunther Schmitz, Chairman of Right to 
Repair South Africa (R2RSA) said the 75% 
‘Yes’ vote clearly showed that the vast majority 
of the state’s population agrees with the R2R 
principles, a view he believes is shared by 
most South Africans.

Massachusetts voters approved a meas-
ure requiring car manufacturers to let people 
access vehicle data for repairs.  Question 1 
of the vote will now amend a landmark 2012 
“right to repair” law in the state and after it’s 
adopted, manufacturers will have until car 
model year 2022 to install a standard open 
data platform.

The platform will let vehicle owners and 
independent mechanics access telematics, 
wirelessly transmitted data that is typically 
sent directly to a remote server. The origi-
nal Massachusetts bill, while ground-breaking, 
didn’t cover this wirelessly transmitted informa-
tion. Question 1 will grant users access via a 
smartphone app.

Right to repair advocates across the 
globe have hailed the measure as a victory. 
“Tuesday’s victory shows that people over-
whelmingly support fair repair,” wrote iFixit’s 
Kevin Purdy, “and they want people they trust 
to fix the things they own.” 

As cars become increasingly computerised, 
telematics contain important mechanical data 
that aids in repairs — and by controlling that 
data, manufacturers could limit “unauthorised” 
third-party repairs. 

Massachusetts has been a key battleground 
for right to repair advocates, who successfully 
fought claims that Question 1 posed a security 
risk to car owners. While the state’s law is 
unique, making companies comply could effec-
tively drive a nationwide standard.

Big win for global 
‘right to repair’ 

movement 
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GROWTHPOINT Properties’ 
development of the new 
Bakers Transport warehous-

ing, distribution and office facility in 
Cato Ridge scooped two category 
awards and a commendation at the 
recent Unica Steel Awards 2020. 

The project won the Factory 
and Warehouse category and the 
Safintra South Africa Metal Cladding 
category, and it earned a commen-
dation for the Architectural category.

“Collaboration is crucial for devel-
opment excellence and our Trading 
& Development Team worked close-
ly with Bakers Transport and an 
excellent professional team, includ-
ing Ries Shaw Architects,” said 
Rudolf Pienaar, Growthpoint’s Chief 
Development and Investment Officer.

“The development and project 
management of Bakers Transport 
Cato Ridge is among our biggest 
industrial sector achievements. We 
are pleased and humbled that its 
architectural excellence has been 
recognised by the South African 
Institute of Steel Construction 
(SAISC)”

The development for logistics com-
pany Bakers Transport comprised a 
distribution and storage warehouse 

of 25,700sqm with an office and 
administration building of 3,000sqm. 

“This was a turnkey warehouse 
and office development, which con-
solidated several distribution centres 
into a single centre. Growthpoint 
led the development’s quality, pro-
gramme and financial management, 
with Bakers Transport being a close 
partner in the development process. 
This resulted in an impressive facility 
that is contemporary, highly function-
al and efficient but also aesthetically 
pleasing,” Pienaar said.

Leon Labuschagne, Growthpoint’s 
Head of Industrial Development said 
it helped that the company had a 
well-established relationship with 
Bakers Transport. “We previously 
partnered to develop its tailor-made 
facility in Samrand, so our team 
already had a good understanding of 
their business needs and operational 
priorities.” 

The new Bakers Transport facility 
is on a triangular, sloping site along-
side the N3 Highway. The ware-
house with its undercover, saw-tooth 
dock is positioned for vehicle access 
and circulation. It is on the most ele-
vated part of the site, with extensive 
highway visibility.

The office block is closer to the 
highway alongside a pond that cre-
ates a natural barrier between the 
busy national road and provides a 
pleasing view for staff. 

Despite the vast difference in scale 
between the warehouse and office 
block, they are designed to create 
a harmonious group. One of the 
first major developments in the Cato 
Ridge area it uses 204 tons of steel 
cladding.

Being first to undertake a major 
project in an upcoming prime indus-
trial node posed several challenges 
when developing the premium facil-
ity, specifically water infrastructure. 
The world-class development team 
introduced several innovative strate-
gies to manage this. The site’s pond 
doesn’t only add to its aesthetics, 
but performs essential functions; it 
supports the site’s stormwater man-
agement and harvests and filters 
greywater.

The building also takes a unique 
approach to mitigating the build-up of 
warehouse wind pressure because 
of the strong winds that prevail in the 
area. Its design includes a mechani-
cal system of extractor fans and 
roller shutters, all triggered by wind 

sensors. 
A combination of low-energy 

lighting and natural light ensures 
the warehouse is energy efficient. 
Louvres, screens, deep eaves and 
solar performance glazing help to 
moderate internal temperatures and 
further reduce its energy consump-
tion. 

Labuschagne said the materials 
used in the development played 

a key role in its functionality and 
financial feasibility. “A design that 
heroes steel allows extensive off-site 
fabrication and fast on-site erection 
and installation. Large roof spans  
permit high volume spaces with 
fewer internal columns. Structurally 
efficient, lightweight construction 
enables cost-effective structures.”

Mega warehouse wins big at steel awards

NORTH Coast Cranes & 
Lifting, the Richards Bay-
based lifting equipment 

company, has won separate 
orders for Condra cranes to be 
installed in a chemical element 
refinery furnace and on a mining 
dredge. And an order for two fur-
ther machines is expected.

North Coast Cranes is Condra’s 
northern KwaZulu-Natal agent, 
with a mandate to install and com-
mission machines as they arrive 
from the main Johannesburg 
factory, and provide scheduled 
maintenance and on-call service 
support. Annual load tests and 
the quarterly sling inspections 
required by law are also carried 
out.

“The agent has a very strong 
customer focus, concentrating on 
service and maintenance capabil-
ity rather than equipment sales. 

All brands of lifting equipment are 
supported, but orders for com-
plete cranes are usually met by 
Condra,”  Condra said in a state-
ment.

The first of the two orders just 
received is for a 10-ton, 6,5-metre-
span Condra furnace crane. This 
will be a double-girder electric 
overhead underslung machine 
supporting an underslung crab 
and foot-mounted hoist moving 
between two girders arranged as 
an extendable boom to allow the 
retrieval of casting pots from an 
adjacent bay.

Lift height will be 15,2 metres, 
with lift speeds of up to eight 
metres per minute delivered by 
a variable-speed drive. Further 
drives of the same type will 
achieve speeds of up to 16m/min 
on the cross travel, and 30,7m/
min on the long travel. Travel on 

the telescopic boom will be 4,3 
metres per minute.

Brakes and electrical enclo-
sures will be water-proofed to 
IP65 standard, with the electrical 
box itself being fabricated from 
stainless steel instead of the more 
common powder-coated mild 
steel. The electrical supply to the 
telescopic section will addition-
ally be protected by a cable drag 
chain in place of the usual festoon 
system.

There will be limit switches on 
all motions.

The second order is for a main-
tenance and repair machine to be 
installed on a mining dredge. It 
will be a 10-ton, 13,5-metre span 
Condra portal crane of straight-
forward design with cantilevers to 
allow equipment to be lifted and 
lowered from adjacent vessels.

The lift height of this machine 

will be 12 metres. Service plat-
forms with cat ladders and lock-
able gates will be fitted to legs at 
both ends.

North Coast Cranes & Lifting 
took the orders for the two cranes 
in early November. Delivery is 
scheduled for the end of January 
2021.

Immediately before delivery, 
corrosion-resistant finishes will 
be applied in an environmentally-
friendly emission-filtered chamber 
by Rust Busters, the Wadeville-
based abrasives blasting and 
coating company. The special fin-
ish will comprise a zinc phosphate 
primer followed by layered two-
component epoxies.

“The new orders will further add 
to Condra’s already substantial 
installed base of cranes in and 
around Richards Bay,” the com-
pany said.

Cranes orders a big 
lift for Richards Bay company

INDUSTRIAL scale supplies of 
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) will 
soon be available in KwaZulu-Natal. 

This after Virtual Gas Network, a divi-
sion of CNG Holdings, announced it is 
setting up operations in the province. 

“The expansion to the KZN region 
has been long in coming. With one of 
the fastest-growing provincial econ-
omies, KZN now demands a reli-
able, economical energy alternative. 
Natural Gas has become an absolute 
necessity,” said Sales and Marketing 
Manager Gona Moonswamy.

“Furthermore, the Government 
has put in place measures to reduce 

greenhouse gas emission and slow 
down climate change, Virtual Gas 
Network’s expansion to the KZN area 
is in line with these measures.” 

Moonswamy said natural gas burns 
cleaner than other fossil fuels, produc-
ing half the carbon dioxide as coal 
and about a third less than oil. It also 
emits fewer amounts of toxic chemi-
cals like nitrogen oxides and sulphur 
dioxide.

“A province with a large industrial 
base like KZN needs an alternative 
fuel that is friendlier to the environ-
ment. Virtual Gas Network has con-
sidered these facts when selecting 

KZN as the next area of expansion. 
Natural Gas is essential to the energy 
mix.” 

Its abundance was another advan-
tage. “Available figures show that 
if global consumption remained at 
today’s levels, there would be enough 
recoverable natural gas resources to 
last around 230 years.

“Also, Natural Gas is a pure fuel 
with very little refineries; this makes 
the cost of production very afford-
able.” 

Moonswamy said the company had 
devised a convenient system, a virtual 
network, making it easy for various 
businesses to receive their desired 
supply of Natural Gas, regardless of 
location. “The same concept will be 
implemented in KZN. Businesses do 
not have to be connected to a Natural 
Gas pipeline to receive their Natural 
Gas supply.”

Industrial scale natural 
gas coming to KZN  

The Society for Automation 
Instrumentation Mechatronics 
and Control (SAIMC) recently 

became a non-profit company, a move 
it believes will help it better serve its 
members.

That’s according to CEO Johan 
Maartens, who said the society had 
continuously adapted with the times 
since its establishment in 1957 as 
the Instrument & Control Society of 
Southern Africa.

“It remains a strong voice in the 
industry, driving the recognition of the 
various disciplines as enablers for 

effective and efficient application of 
new technologies, including of course, 
Industry 4.0.,” he said.

“Although the society has moved 
with the times and its name has 
changed accordingly, the core val-
ues have remained the same with a 
strong focus on education, training 
and standards for the industry.”

Its new structure comprises a 
Chairman and Board of Directors which 
incorporate the seven branches under 
the leadership of Branch General 
Managers. This, said Maartens, helps 
meet the demand to illustrate sound 

corporate governance.
“Each branch is autonomous, and 

we currently have approximately 
750 paid up members and 42 com-
panies that are either national or 
regional members (sometimes both) 
who contribute to the success of the  
SAIMC and are in turn recognised as 
such.”

 He said a core strength of the 
SAIMC is its affiliations with the 
Automation Federation, other associa-
tions, government bodies (like ECSA), 
universities and key industry players.

NPC status for automation society
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MOTORS, DRIVES & TRANSMISSIONS
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NSK has published a new 
catalogue that showcases 
its range of standard bear-

ings for electric motors.
As well as focusing on solu-

tions such as deep groove ball 
bearings and cylindrical roller 
bearings, the 36-page catalogue 
contains advice and technical 
information for any engineers 
involved in electric motor design 
or maintenance.

Bearing requirements are set 
out for electric motors in four 
principal application areas: ser-
vomotors, high-efficiency motors, 
speed-controlled (inverter) motors 
and electric vehicle (EV) motors.

For each area, the optimum 
bearing range is presented togeth-
er with key design characteris-
tics and accompanying technical 
information. This applies to both 
the company’s standard series 
and NSKHPS high-performance 
bearings, as well as other tech-

nologies that support the use of 
bearings on electric motor shafts.

Such technologies include high 
performance greases and seals 
and, depending on the require-
ment profile, bearings with plastic 
cages, deep groove ball bearings 
with ceramic balls, and creep-free 
bearings to minimise fretting.

The new catalogue also con-
tains helpful information on, for 
example, diagnosing bearing 
damage using noise or vibration 
analysis. This material is com-
pleted by a presentation of typical 
damage patterns that can occur in 
the bearings of electric motors. In 
addition, the publication helps in 
selecting the optimum grease for 
each application.

A printed version of the cata-
logue can be requested from NSK 
or downloaded in PDF format 
from: www.nsk-literature.com/
en/industrial-motor-bearings

New bearings catalogue 
for electric motors

BMG’s electromechanical team 
plays an important role in the 
dependable operation of wet 

and dry cooling towers in the min-
ing sector, through the supply and 
support of many power generation 
components, including Hansen gear-
boxes.

That’s according to Rob Green, 
BMG’s National Product Manager 
– Sumitomo, who said Hansen 
units, which have been designed 
by Sumitomo Drive Technologies, 
in accordance with global Cooling 
Technology Institute (CTI) specifica-
tions, are manufactured especially 
for wet cooling towers (WCT) and 
air-cooled condensers (ACC).

 “BMG’s Hansen M4 and P4 series 
are well-known locally for depend-
able operation and extended ser-
vice life in arduous conditions. The 
company is currently introducing the 
new M5 series to the local market for 
use in dry and wet cooling towers in 
mines throughout Africa.”

Hansen P4 right angle vertical 

shaft up units for wet cooling tow-
ers are available in 11 sizes, from Z 
to H and as 2 stage units in ratios, 
3,55/1 to 22,4/1, with ratings up to 
100 kNm.

The internal mechanical driven 
pump has been specially adapted 

for low operating speeds and to 
withstand wind-milling conditions. 
There is increased distance between 
the propeller and the high-speed 
input shaft to reduce vibrations and 
there is extended bearing span on 
low-speed shaft bearings. Bearings 

have been carefully 
selected to withstand 
high axial loads.

Green said BMG’s 
‘dry’ Hansen M4 com-
pact gear units for 
ACCs, are known for 
efficient performance 
and long service life 
in arduous operating 
conditions. This series 
is available from BMG 
in six size units, from 
DA to FX, as 2 stage 
units in ratios from 9/1 
to 25/1.

“The internal back-
stop is situated in the 
IEC or NEMA motor 
size lantern housings, 

for effortless installation and remov-
al. The addition of an internal cooling 
fan in the lantern is also possible to 
assist in ensuring that the compact 
gearbox remains within an adequate 
thermal operating limit.” 

New to the Hansen range of gear 

units for dry and wet cooling tow-
ers, is the recently launched M5CT 
range, which are right angle vertical 
gearboxes that have been further 
developed for cooling technology. 
This series, with high resistance 
in corrosive and extreme humidity 
environments, has a proven design, 
maximum load capacity, minimum 
losses and quiet operation. M5CT 
units are also compliant with strin-
gent CTI specifications. 

Features of these new units include 
a rigid housing design that can with-
stand peak loads, which is enhanced 
by cooling fins with flexible cooling 
options. The well-balanced design 
and advanced micro geometry of the 
gear results in an optimised pressure 
distribution that absorbs high shock 
loads. 

The new M5 range has been 
designed for easy replacement of 
the existing P4 cooling tower range 
and to match the footprint or shaft 
height, without excessive installation 
adaptations.

Ensuring efficiency in wet and dry cooling towers

VERT Energy offers cus-
tom-designed solutions for 
dependable power in areas 

without connection to the mains.
That’s according to Managing 

Director Grant 
Robertson who 
said compa-
nies often face 
the inconven-
ience of having 
to do work that 
requires electrici-
ty in areas where 
there is no con-
nection to the 
mains.

“Our specially-
designed Leroy 
Somer Tractelec 
system, which is an effi-
cient, economical and safe alter-
native to conventional petrol or 
diesel standby generators, is fit-
ted easily to a tractor, to provide 
reliable power for extended peri-
ods,” he said. 

“This flexible system can 
be used where-ever power is 
required. For example, in agricul-
ture for milking, farm repairs or 
borehole pumps. It is also perfect 
for road repairs and for use during 
maintenance in any environment, 
from civil engineering to mining.”

He said the Tractelec can also 
be used as a backup power 
source during load shedding, or 

in the event of a mains failure, 
adding the it plugs easily onto 
the hitch of a tractor, to gener-
ate clean and efficient power, in 
three-phase or single-phase.

A large-sized oil bath speed 
multiplier provides the correct 

speed for the alter-
nator, based on the 
engine speed of 
the tractor. During 
operation, should 
the frequency drop 
below 47,5 Hz, the 

integrated motor 
protection fea-
ture automatical-

ly drops the voltage 
to help the engine 

dur ing a high impact load.
This system is also equipped 

with electrical protection and a 
distribution board, incorporating 
circuit-breakers, a current protec-
tion switch and single and three 
phase male and female sockets. 
For convenience, the voltmeter 
and frequency meter can be seen 
from the tractor.

Tractelec is available from Vert 
Energy in two versions – the 
TM mobile version on a 3-point 
chassis and the fixed TF version, 
without a chassis, for use as a 
fixed unit.

Vert Energy are sole distribu-
tors for Leroy-Somer in southern 
Africa.

Portable power exactly 
where and when it’s needed
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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY

INSTROTECH is offering Keller’s range of 
five intrinsically safe electronic pressure 
gauges for use in areas subject to gas explo-

sion risks.
They are compliant with the ATEX Explosion 

Protection Directive regarding explosive 
gases. The electronic design of these devices 
is trimmed to minimise energy consumption, 
so it is also possible to replace the batteries 
inside areas with explosion risks. 

The simplest version, model ECO 1 Ei, offers 
high resolution and reproducibility for both 
measuring ranges (-1…30 bar and 0…300 
bar), together with accuracy (typical) of 0.5 
%FS and an integrated min/max memory. The 
application range as per the ATEX directive is 
defined by identification markings Ex ia IIC T5 
or T6. 

Keller’s type LEO 1 Ei and LEO 2 Ei 
electronic pressure gauges feature micropro-

cessor-assisted compensation to ensure an 
extremely narrow total error band (including 
temperature errors) of only <0.2 %FS over the 
entire range of operating temperatures from 0 
... 50 °C.

The zero point can be selected freely within 
the four measuring ranges between -1…3 bar 
and 0…700 bar. An automatic switch-off func-
tion guarantees energy efficiency. Both models 
feature sampling rates of 2 Hz and integrated 
min/max memories.

The special feature of the LEO 1 Ei is its 
additional memory for peak values. In peak 
mode (as it is known), even extremely short-
lived peak values for system pressure are 
registered with a sampling rate of 5’000 Hz. 
These values are often critical for the lifetimes 
of hydraulic plants. 

For both these pressure gauges, the applica-
tion range as per the ATEX directive is defined 

by identification markings Ex ia IIC T5 or T6. 
Another version of the “Leo” type elec-

tronic pressure gauge, the LEO Record Ei, is 
equipped with an integrated data memory to 
record pressure and temperature progressions 
in the measuring medium.

Outside of areas with explosion risks, the 
data can be transmitted via an RS485 interface 
to a PC, for evaluation with the Logger 4.X 
software (available free of charge).

The LEO Record Ei can register pressures 
of up to 1’000 bar with a total error band of 
±0.1 %FS. With a capacitive sensor, this type 
is also available for very low measuring ranges 
starting from 30 mbar (±0.2 %FS). The applica-
tion range as per the ATEX directive is defined 
by identification marking Ex ia IIC T4. 

Featuring accuracy of up to 0.01% FS, the 
LEX 1 Ei electronic pressure gauge is a genu-
ine reference and precision measuring instru-

ment that has been equipped with a five-digit 
display for calibration and testing purposes. 
Pressure measurement ranges of between -1 
bar and 1000 bar are available.

The LEX 1 Ei also offers a min/max memory 
and a digital interface to generate PC proto-
cols. The application range as per the ATEX 
directive is defined by identification marking 
Ex ia IIC T6. 

Electronic pressure gauges  
for explosion hazard areas

LOCAL safety wear manufacturer Bova has 
launched its range of Arc Flash Protection 
garments, which it says has been designed 

to provide the best balance of comfort, durabil-
ity and protection against the hazards of an 
arc flash.

An arc flash is the sudden release of electri-
cal energy through the air when a high-voltage 
gap exists and there is a breakdown between 
conductors. This release of energy comes in 
the form of an explosion that creates intense 
heat, force, noise and light. Temperatures 
have been recorded as high as 20 000ºC, 
and it is this intense heat and flames that can 
cause fatal burns – the risk of which is greatly 
reduced by using the correct PPE. 

The Bova ARC range incorporates Beier’s 
I-ARC fabric; an innovative solution in thermal 
protection fabrics that was developed in col-
laboration with LENZING, a global leader in 
inherently Flame Resistant (FR) fibres. 

JW Eggink, Technical Sales Specialist for 
Thermal Protection at Bova parent company, 
BBF Safety Group, said the I-ARC mate-
rial gives the Bova Arc range a significant 
advantage in both comfort and its inherent FR 
protection. 

Inherent materials maintain their FR qualities 
and these cannot wash or wear away, even 
when subjected to everyday household deter-

gents and bleach. The fabrics also offer strong 
abrasion resistance and low shrinkage. 

“Power generation and distribution, main-
tenance industries and electrical contractors 
don’t always realise how important it is to wear 
the right protective garments. An arc flash is 
extremely dangerous and can affect people 
as far as seven metres away from the blast,” 
Eggink said.

“The shorter the person’s exposure to the 
resultant flame, the better the chances of 
survival and of less severe injuries, which is 
why the garments must have the ability to self-
extinguish as quickly as possible.”

The standard for arc rated garments is 
that they can self-extinguish within two sec-
onds once the exposure to a flame has been 
removed. However, this is normally measured 
in laboratory conditions on an unused garment.

Eggink said Bova wanted to emulate these 
tests with more real-life laundering scenarios. 
Internal tests were conducted after washes 
with an everyday household detergent that 
includes stain removal and fine print advising 
against washing FR materials. 

The chemically treated FR fabrics represent-
ative of a number of popular arc garments cur-
rently in use, failed after as few as 15 washes 
and completely burnt out, whereas the I-ARC 
fabric at 15 washes didn’t ignite at all. The big-
ger concern is that the treated fabrics showed 
no noticeable deterioration prior to their failure. 

“This is probably the scariest factor,” said 
Eggink. “Wearers may believe they are pro-
tected against potential burns when in fact 
their FR treated garments have lost their 
protective abilities. It is also the major ben-
efit of inherently FR fabrics - so long as the  
garment is visually intact the wearer is pro-
tected, the FR quality does not wash or wear 
away. “The other major benefit with the Bova 
range specifically over other inherent FR gar-
ments is the comfort factor.” 

Flash new PPE range launched

POOR economic conditions – exacerbat-
ed by the COVID-19 lockdown – have 
tempted many manufacturers to cut 

back unwisely on health and safety facilities, 
risking the sustainability of their enterprises.

That’s according to Wim Dessing, Sales 
Executive of Apex Strip Curtains & Doors, 
who said South Africa already has dispropor-
tionally high rates of injuries at work – despite 
having advanced occupational health and 
safety (OHS) laws. 

“The difficult trading environment certainly 
makes for tough financial decisions, but safe-
ty should always be a priority. Employees are 
the backbone of any business’s capacity to 
produce and meet deadlines, so they need 
constant protection – not to mention the regu-
lar compliance inspections by the Department 
of Labour,” Dessing said.

He cited the example of factories where 
grinding and welding are carried out, saying 
some manufacturers may resort to makeshift 
protective structures where solid wall barriers 
are not feasible to counter UV radiation and 
weld splatter.

He warned that these structures might 
comprise wooden or metal partitions, or even 
opaque canvas sheeting. They do not com-
ply with the OHS Act, he emphasises, and 
provide well below-par protection for workers.

“Rather, the responsible route is to install 
Apex Welding & Safety Screens – which 
effectively protect workers from weld splatter 
and fumes, as well as from harmful ultra-violet 
radiation. The screens are manufactured from 
a specially formulated PVC material, proven 
by SABS tests to be superior to conventional 
materials.”

The screens are available in various config-
urations, the most popular being a freestand-
ing frame for easy handling and portability. 
They absorb, scatter and filter light for safer 
working environment, both for the welder and 
for others in the vicinity. SABS tests show that 
the screens are more effective than conven-
tional materials for UV transmittance, protect-
ing workers against long-term skin exposure 
and impact on eyesight.

Dessing said the feet of the screens are 
angled to allow the best use of floor space, 
and they can be positioned perpendicular to 
each other.

Why skimping on  
welding spatter 
protection is a  

bad idea
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COMPANY & PRODUCT NEWS

THE National Association of Automotive 
Component & Allied Manufacturers 
(NAACAM) and the Department of 

Higher Education and Training (DHET) are 
the lead national partners of High Gear, an 
initiative that aims to advance South Africa’s 
public TVET college system.

Managed by the International Youth 
Foundation (IYF), High Gear draws on indus-
try knowledge and skills imperatives—along 
with IYF curricula enhancement tools—to 
strengthen the market relevance of select 
public TVET college courses.

“Ultimately, High Gear aims to demonstrate 
a model for greater industry involvement in 
TVET course design and delivery that gener-
ates enthusiasm from TVET educators and 
industry, while also generating positive returns 
for young people and employers,” said Renai 
Moothilal, Executive Director at NAACAM.

The UK Government’s Skills for Prosperity 
Programme is funding High Gear imple-
mentation in KwaZulu-Natal Province, and 
the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the Michael & 
Susan Dell Foundation are funding project 
implementation in Eastern Cape Province.

To fully activate this new initiative, the 
three national High Gear partners—NAACAM, 
DHET, and IYF—hosted TVET and industry 
partnership workshops in Port Elizabeth and 
Durban recently. 

“NAACAM believes that a strong TVET 
system is crucial to further enhance the com-
petitiveness of the automotive components 
manufacturing industry in South Africa. Our 
association is, therefore, a proud and commit-
ted partner to High Gear,” said Moothilal.

Plan to put auto 
industry skills 
into High Gear

SAFETY berms are critical for the safe 
movement of heavy machinery in open 
pit operations. Continued berm integrity 

is, therefore, also critical, as is ongoing moni-
toring to ensure berm integrity.

That’s according to Grant Joyce, Head of 
Process Automation Sales and Marketing, 
SICK Automation, who said the company’s 
Advanced Object Detection LiDAR System 
(AOS LiDAR) was the ideal solution for berm 
monitoring, automating the previous time-
consuming and sometimes imprecise manual 
visual inspections.

SICK’s berm monitoring solution provides 
a truck-mounted, perception-based solution 
that scans berms in real time. It consists of 
an onboard embedded processing system, 
a global navigation satellite system (GNSS) 
localisation and the AOS LiDAR scanner.

It provides reliable long-distance detection 
in any environmental conditions and incorpo-

rates defined alarm outputs for predetermined 
objects to reduce false alarms. The system’s 
modular construction offers flexible extension 
options, made simpler with its easy integration 
into machine control. 

“One example of AOS LiDAR’s effectivity 
is the reduction in both downtime and costs 
associated with berm-related accidents,” said 
Joyce. The data from scanned berms is trans-
mitted through a central server and reporting 
system 24/7. “This allows operational person-
nel to identify of any section of any berm that 
requires investigation, as well as the fault criti-
cality, and take immediate action.”

A Mpumalanga-based coal mine ordered 
a proof of concept (POC) berm monitoring 
solution earlier this year. Joyce said that after 
several modifications, the mine was “more 
than satisfied”.

He said implementation for different mines 
would vary according to their geographic loca-

tion and local factors that influence their berm 
requirements, and that the company would 
customise a solution to fit a customer’s specific 
requirements.

The scope of work at the Mpumalanga mine 
included technical vehicle inspection, ensuring 
software compatibility for the solutions’ man-
agement system, product installation, integra-
tion and commissioning. Physical installation 
was two days per vehicle, although numerous 
modifications were subsequently made for the 
system to better suit the mine’s unique require-
ments. 

“Many of our product features suited their 
exact needs. In instances where they did not, 
the operators suggested system modifications 
which we were able to incorporate. The result 
is an easy-to-use berm monitoring system 
tailored to that mine’s exact application needs, 
and one that is sufficiently flexible to accom-
modate future adaptations should they be 

required.
“Key to this offering was the ease of imple-

mentation into the mine’s daily operations and 
you can already see the difference.” 

Berm monitoring system a first for SA

Plastic waste: counting the true  
cost, charting a solution

MOUNTING plastic waste risks lives and 
diminishes sustainable change, writes Kate 
Stubbs, Marketing Director at Interwaste. 

THE use of plastic in the world is affect-
ing and destroying our planet due to the 
‘throw-away’ mentality that many of us 

have without considering the extreme dam-
ages and harm not only to the environment but 
the consequential impact on human life. 

It has been reported that 300 million tonnes 
of plastic is produced each year, about eight 
million tonnes of which enters the sea in the 
form of plastic waste. In fact, it has been stated 
that plastics threaten at least 600 different 
wildlife species and this number is expected to 
increase 100% by 2050.

If this continues at this rapid rate we face 
a future with more plastic in the ocean than 
fish by 2050. This World Fisheries Day we are 
reminded about the importance of conserving 
our oceans, seas, and the wildlife – not only 
to preserve mother nature but to maintain the 
sustenance that these aspects bring to human 
life. 

Since 1950, 7,800 million tons of plastic has 
been produced worldwide, where 60% of all 
plastics produced ends up in landfill sites while 
the rest is discarded on land and in the sea.

According to an international scientific study 
on marine plastic pollution, South Africa is 
leading in the generation of the highest vol-
umes of mismanaged plastic waste – being 
ranked 11 on the list of 20 countries globally. 
This is concerning as it counteracts efforts 
made by the country to eradicate pollution and 
create a long-term sustainable waste man-
agement model – one that places the circular 
economy at the centre and that focuses on a 
sound reduce, reuse, recycle model. 

Tackling the ‘throw-away’ mentality 

To truly make a difference towards the 
environment as well as the economy of South 
Africa, the ‘throw-away’ culture needs to end. 
Waste holds value and every single item that is 
thrown away has the potential to be recovered 
or reused. Let’s be honest, the country’s poor 
waste mentality is taking its toll on a large num-
ber of marine life, birds and animals through 
death either by entanglement or poisoning, 
which further leads to chemical contamination 
of the fish we eat – all of which can be avoided, 
if we start taking a stand. 

Establishing a recycling culture 

It is estimated that last year R17 billion 
worth of waste was disposed of in landfill sites, 
resources which could have been fed back into 
the economy by means of recycling, repurpos-
ing and reusing. 

There is a real opportunity for South Africa to 
increase its recycling scope, particularly if we 
look at innovative recycling and repurposing 
projects that really engage our communities to 
make a change. 

South Africa in fact, has the potential to 
recycle more than 6.9 million tons each year 
– bringing the current 34% up to at least 65%. 
Waste innovation and recycling programmes, 
which optimise generated waste into alterna-
tive sources for reuse are critical, if a zero-
waste sustainable country is to be achieved.   

Government efforts 

Over the past several years, new legislation 
has been developed to support more environ-
mentally friendly and sustainable waste man-
agement processes. Government is looking at 
policy interventions to cut down on the environ-
mental impacts of plastic in South Africa. 

The Department of Environmental Affairs 
is looking to introduce a complete ban on 
single-use plastics. Furthermore, the levy on 

plastic use has also increased over the years 
to encourage the use of more environmentally 
friendly solutions where many retailers in coun-
try are seen making efforts to create ‘plastic 
free’ stores to promote waste minimisation, 
reuse, recycling and recovery of waste, among 
other things.

So, while Government is driving this through 
legislation to curb the use of plastic by all pub-
lic and private sector entities, we need citizens 
to also change their mindset and become 
active in  recycling all their reusable products, 
as far as possible, and contribute to national 
recycling initiatives and programmes. 

Going forward, a world mindful of the use 
and impact of plastic will become critical. The 
waste management industry has a key role to 
play on providing sustainable ways in which to 
manage plastic pollution and look at innovation 
that includes recycling and repurposing such 
plastics into alternative energies and other 
usable products.

As we tackle this crisis, Government, corpo-
rate South Africa, and individual citizens will 
also have a significant role in the success of 
building this ‘new world’ free of plastic. A com-
plete culture change towards recycling and 
sustainable waste management needs to be 
placed on the public agenda. Enquiry no: 19
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ALBERTON

WITH South Africa still experiencing 
a drought in many areas, industries 
that rely heavily on water for their 

processes will need to take a more sustain-
able approach and consider alternative water 
sources in their future planning. 

That’s according to Zutari Process Engineer 
Louis Koen (pictured), who said this is why 
the company is championing Membrane 
Capacitive Deionisation (MCDI) technology in 
its designs.

“We can co-create solutions with our clients 
that utilise the latest MCDI technology in the 
selected process train,” Koen said, adding 
that MCDI is a commercially-available elec-
tro-desalination water treatment technology 
that has become a successful alternative to 
Reverse Osmosis (RO) membrane treatment 
trains.

“Consisting of just a two-step process, adop-
ters of this technology need fewer pre-treat-
ment steps, as there is a limited risk of fouling 
and/or scaling compared to other desalination 
processes. In addition, there is no need for 
remineralisation, typically required with RO 
due to exceptionally high salt rejection.”

RO is a pressure-driven desalination pro-
cess that focuses on processing the brackish 
water stream via membranes that are selected 
to reject the dissolved ions in the water. The 
operating cost is primarily related to the volu-
metric flow rate of water, which needs to be 
fed to the RO skids at relatively high pressure 
to overcome the osmotic pressure across the 
membranes. As such, the process is consid-
ered energy-intensive. “Very good pre-treat-
ment of the water is also required to safeguard 
the RO membranes against potential fouling.”

Conversely, MCDI technology is governed 
by electrochemical processes that operate 
at relatively lower pressures. The design is 
focused on the electrochemical removal of sol-
ute (ions) present in the water. This distinction 
is important when considering the scalability 
and appropriateness of the two technologies 
for feed water with various salinities.

“Take two feed streams flowing at the same 
rate, one with a low salinity (less than 2000 
mg/ℓ) and one with a high salinity (more than 

New cheaper, simpler water  
desalination for industry

RS Components now stocks a range of RS 
PRO handheld test and measurement 
instruments for engineers and techni-

cians on the go.
The range includes devices that allow accu-

rate and ergonomic measurements and cali-
bration, including handheld multimeters, clamp 
meters and voltage indicators, and all the 
necessary accessories.

“For access to awkward and 
hard to reach areas, the RS 
PRO Flexible Clamp Meter 
features a flexible coil which 
snakes around obstructions 
with ease,” the company 
said in a statement. “It also 
means that the technician 
can take a reading from a 
wire without touching it, 
which is safer and more 
convenient than other 
methods.”

The instrument has a 
built-in data logger that can 
measure AC current with a high degree of 
accuracy between 0.5A and 3000A. Measured 
data can be transferred in real-time to a laptop 
via Bluetooth.

The large backlit LCD makes measurements 
easy to read, even in poorly lit environments. 
The RS PRO clamp meter complies with 
EN61010-1, EN61010-2-032, and EN61326-1 
safety standards and meets the overvoltage 
Cat III and Cat IV requirements. It comes with 
two AAA batteries, application software, and a 
carry case. 

The RS PRO handheld T&M instrument 
range also includes the RS PRO insulation 
tester to help technicians ensure the wiring 
insulation is safe and remains undamaged 
after electrical work has been completed.

The RS PRO RS14 digital multimeter is an 
instrument for measuring capacitance, volt-
age, electrical current, and resistance and fea-
tures a diode and continuity check. Designed 
especially for HVAC engineers, the RS PRO 
HVAC multimeter features true RMS measure-
ments and connects via Bluetooth to the RS 
PRO Connect App.

Handheld T&M 
instruments

4 000 mg/ℓ). The difference in cost associ-
ated with RO plants to treat each stream will 
be negligible, as the cost is influenced by the 
solvent quantity more than anything else,” 
Koen said.

In contrast, the design of MCDI plants for 
each feed stream will vary significantly owing 
to the different salinity levels, which in turn will 
impact the cost associated with each MCDI 
plant. The MCDI plant treating low salinity 
water will be significantly cheaper relative to 
that treating high salinity water. Consequently, 
MCDI plants have become economically 
advantageous over traditional RO plants at 
lower salinity levels.

The full process train consists of filtration of 
the abstracted water through two autonomous 

gravity sand filters as a pre-treatment step to 
remove particulate matter, temporary storage 
in a balancing tank, desalination via the MCDI 
plant and disinfection via UV sterilisation. 
Sodium hypochlorite is also dosed prior to stor-
age in a final treated water reservoir in order to 
provide a chlorine residual in the treated water.

“Such a simple configuration delivers a fully 
automated treatment works with a minimal 
footprint, reduced pumping requirement and 
reduced chemical consumption over that of a 
traditional RO plant.”

Koen said adopters of this technology can 
expect direct operating expenditure to be half 
that of the conventional approach, leading to a 
significant reduction in the total lifecycle cost.

“Our solutions always consider the impact 

on the environment and communities, but we 
also consciously deliver outcomes that help 
clients stay and thrive in business. It is for this 
reason that our engineered solutions employ 
the use of novel technology to achieve a 
water-treatment performance on par with con-
ventional means, while reducing expenditure 
over the full lifecycle of the asset.”

While MCDI is already showing commercial 
advantages over that of RO plants, the tech-
nology is still in its infancy, Koen said. “We 
can expect ever increasing innovation and 
improvement as research and development in 
the field develops further.”

COMPANY & PRODUCT NEWS
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THE introduction of food line bearing units 
by SKF South Africa, in collaboration 
with its Authorised Distributor, Bearing 

Services (BSA) Polokwane, has reduced 
downtime and increased plant reliability for Spif 
Chickens, a high throughput export approved 
abattoir.

Regional Manager at BSA Polokwane, Andre 
Jansen van Vuuren, explained that extreme 
contamination by chicken waste was a com-
mon challenge faced by the chicken process-
ing industry. 

“Subsequent frequent high-pressure wash-
downs cause water contamination within the 
bearing, reducing lubrication life. Owing to pre-
mature bearing failures and concerns around 
chemical and water ingress,” he said.

“Spif Chicken was compelled to replace 
bearing units with new bearings on the applica-
tion every three months. In addition to facing 
regular downtime with accompanying time 

constraints and cost implications, our customer 
also had to put a detailed maintenance pro-
cess in place.”

Jansen van Vuuren said SKF’s blue line 
range of bearings had been specially 
developed for conveyor applica-
tions in food and beverage plants 
where bearings are exposed 
to extreme contamination mak-
ing regular wash-downs and food 
safety the order of the day.

He added that the re-lubrication-
free blue line bearing boasts a 
unique seal which makes use of 
multiple channels that direct water 
away from the sealing lip during wash-
downs; the water exits the seal by gravity when 
the bearing is stationary.

“The optional end covers and back seals 
prevent high pressure spraying from directly 
hitting the bearing seals during wash-downs, 

consequently further reducing the possibility of 
water ingress into the bearing.” 

He said the back seal, which is seated on 
the shaft, provides an additional barrier to 

prevent contaminants from the lines reaching 
the enclosed bearing. Furthermore, the 

smooth housing surface eliminates crev-
ices where soiling can occur, making 

the wash-down process easier. 
SKF received the order from Spif 

Chicken for the supply of four blue 
line bearing units in March 2020. 
The bearings, which were sup-

plied as completely sealed units with 
end cover and back seal, were ex 
EDC (European Distribution Centre) and 

delivery was arranged via air freight.
The bearings arrived just before South 

Africa’s national COVID-19 level 5 lockdown 
which was implemented at midnight on 26 
March. Jansen van Vuuren said these bearings 

are easy to install, requiring no customer train-
ing; Spif Chicken successfully completed the 
bearing installation under BSA Polokwane’s 
supervision.

As an essential service provider, Spif 
Chicken’s plant remained operational during 
the lockdown period.

“The blue line bearings have successful-
ly passed their initial trial period and I am 
extremely pleased to report that, eight months 
on, the units are still running smoothly, show-
ing no signs of premature failure.

“Alongside minimised plant stoppages and 
increased uptime and plant reliability, Spif 
Chickens is now able to implement wash-down 
procedures with complete confidence, freeing 
up time to focus on production,” Jansen van 
Vuuren said, adding that Spif Chicken was 
considering expanding the use of these bear-
ings to other production areas.

Food line bearings prove a clucking good idea

WITH traditional energy sources like 
coal, an environmental pollutant, fast 
being depleted, the global gaze has 

turned to alternative cleaner and more cost-
effective renewable energy resources. 

That’s according to David Stanford, Business 
Line Manager, Portable Products at Atlas 
Copco Power Technique, who said batteries 
are fast becoming the technology of choice. 
Against this backdrop, that company recently 
unveiled ZenergiZe, a modular energy storage 
solution with high-density lithium-ion batteries 
at the heart of the system.

“We have reinvented modular energy stor-
age. Optimum performance, significant fuel 
savings, reduced CO² emissions, zero noise 
and virtually no maintenance are all pack-
aged into one mobile modular ZenergiZe unit,” 
Stanford said.

“Owing to smart engineering, our energy 
storage system is 70% more compact and 
lighter in weight compared to traditional alter-
natives.”   

Stanford said a battery energy storage sys-
tem or battery pack is an easy way to capture 

energy and store it for later use such as, for 
example, to supply power to an off-grid appli-
cation or to complement a peak in demand. He 
added that although they cannot be used to 
replace grid power completely, energy storage 
systems offer reliable, efficient short-term solu-
tions where grid power is intermittent or where 
generators cannot be used.

“Energy storage systems are also often used 
to manage energy generated from intermittent 
sources, such as solar panels.” 

Stanford said high-density lithium-ion batter-
ies are packed with features including a 40.000 
hour lifespan under normal operating condi-
tions and an overload capability up to 200%. 
“These virtually maintenance-free batteries 
deliver a large usable energy range compared 
to other technologies and are a perfect match 
for short cycles (charge and discharge) perfor-
mance. Furthermore, they have been specifi-
cally designed to work at high and low ambient 
temperatures between -15°C and +50°C.”

He said a single 1.5 hour charge provides 
over twelve hours of power.  It is available in 
two options, Island and Hybrid Mode.

In Island Mode, the energy storage system 
can be used as a standalone power solu-
tion and is recommended for job sites where 
noise or pollution concerns prohibit the use 
of a generator. Apart from zero noise and 
night environments, this mode is also ideal for 
remote telecom, rental and varying or low load 
applications.

The Hybrid Mode can be used together with 
any diesel generator. “This combination offers 

smart load management by enabling end-users 
to map load demand better,” said Stanford. 
“Once end-users have determined what they 
need to power and the relevant load cycles in 
terms of high and low load demand, they can 
run the Genset under fixed load while charging 
the ZenergiZe’s lithium-ion batteries so that it is 
ready to take over when load varies.”

He said this hybrid mode solution is ideal 
for use in a range of demanding applications 
including events and urban construction.

He said that using a fixed speed 1000kVA 
Genset to operate small tools like a 20kW drill 
for example, is extremely inefficient. “Running 
the ZenergiZe for small tool operation is a 
much more efficient solution that will present 
end-users with significant cost saving benefits 
on fuel and other operational costs.” 

The ZenergiZe units incorporate a number 
of connectivity features and benefits includ-
ing a smart start and stop function, an Energy 
Management system (EMS) complete with 
battery management communication (BMS), a 
remote monitoring system, a Bluetooth mobile 
application and parking mode.

Energy storage gets cleaner, quieter, lighter
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GLOBAL technology company 
ABB has unveiled ABB Ability 
Safety Plus for hoists, a suite 

of mine hoist safety products. The 
products include Safety Plus Hoist 
Monitor (SPHM), Safety Plus Hoist 
Protector (SPHP) and Safety Plus 
Brake System (SPBS) including 
Safety Brake Hydraulics (SBH).

Oswald Deuchar, the compa-
ny’s Global Product Line Manager 
for Hoisting said the products were 
designed in accordance with the inter-
national ‘safety of machinery’ standard 
(IEC62061) and had been indepen-
dently certified by research institute 
RISE (Research Institute of Sweden) 
which works with companies, aca-
demia and the public sector in indus-
trialisation, quality assurance and cer-
tification. 

ABB Ability Safety Plus for hoists 
includes the new ABB SIL 3 Safety 
Plus Brake System (SPBS), which 
Deuchar said is  the mining industry’s 
first fully independently certified Safety 
Integrity Level 3 (SIL 3) mine hoist 
brake system. “SPBS will increase the 
safety of personnel riding mine hoists 

as well as the safety of 
the equipment, hoist 
and shaft infrastructure. 
The new SPHP provides 
enhanced protection 
for the mine hoist and 
mine shaft infrastructure 
equipment.” 

ABB SIL 3 SPBS han-
dles the application of 
the safety brakes during 
emergency stops and 
the prevention of brake 
lift. ABB SIL 3 SPHP 
monitors the speed and 
position of the hoists. It 
also monitors the instru-
mentation used by per-
sonnel accessing or using the hoist 
from different levels, for example, at 
gates and maintenance platforms, 
emergency stop buttons and remote 
lockout points. The ABB SIL 3 SPHP 
interfaces with the safety brake sys-
tem to bring or keep the hoist to a safe 
state. It also interfaces with the drive 
and hoist control system. 

“This is a significant milestone in 
mine hoist safety representing a world 

first for fully certified Safety Integrity 
Level 3 hoisting,” said Deuchar.

“Labour safety is a key priority for 
mine operators and increasing legisla-
tion underlines this imperative. The 
ABB Ability Safety Plus for hoists suite 
of products, SIL 3-rated components 
and self-diagnostics will ensure high 
availability of the mine hoist while 
providing the highest level of safety. 
These products are ready-made safe-
ty solutions.”
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SUPPLIER, Logistics Systems 
Engineering (LSE), is intro-
ducing its new Constructor 

range of Longspan Shelving 3 
(LS3) to the southern African mar-
ket.

Launched in Europe earlier 
this year by LSE’s solutions part-
ner Gonvarri Material Handling, 
the new generation of longspan 
shelves feature improved ver-
satility with a large selection of 
accessories that enhance system 
flexibility to any light duty storage 
requirement.

“Complete flexibility means the 
system can be adjusted as cus-
tomers’ product profiles change, 
making LSE’s LS3 ideal for use 
across numerous locations and 
industries,” LSE said in a state-
ment.

“Easy to dismantle, adjust and 
reinstall, these storage shelving 
systems are the optimal solution 
for customers storing a variety of 
goods. Designed to accommodate 
from heavy loads, boxes and car-
tons, to files and loose items, the 
LS3 is ideal for storing manually 
loaded items.” 

The company said the sys-
tem’s expandability means it can 
meet customers’ growing needs, 
ultimately reducing shelf lifetime 
costs and providing a higher 
return on investment.

Standard benefits include:
•  High storage density with 

minimal lost 
space – ensures 
efficient storage for large or 
awkward items.

•  Long beam lengths – provides 
optimal flexibility and fit, remain-
ing conscious of retaining 
shorter lengths to make these 
systems fit perfectly into tight 
spaces.

•  Front and rear access – facili-
tates quick and easy turnaround 
of stored items.

•  Cost effective – longer beams 
require fewer frames.

•  Easy to assemble, adjust and 
expand – ensures complete 
flexibility.

•  Stepped beams as standard 
– facilitates maximum vertical 
clearance with minimal risk of 
snagging.

•  Dividers, mesh shelves, tubular 
beams and extensive range of 
accessories. 

Shelving range boasts a 
span of benefits

ENSURING the right pressure and 
volume of water in a building 
today calls not just for a reliable 

system but one that is energy efficient, 
according to Grundfos external sales 
representative Nick Pluck.

“Electricity costs are an increasing 
concern for owners and managers of 
buildings, and this is from residential 
and business blocks to hotels and 
industrial facilities,” said Pluck. “This 
is where the Grundfos MPC booster 
systems offer enhanced value.”

The Grundfos Hydro MPC booster 
systems also offer an advanced, intel-
ligent cascade controller to further 
improve energy efficiency and ease of 
operation. 

“Over time, the CU 352 smart con-
troller develops its own patterns based 
on its understanding of a building’s 
daily requirements. It will register and 
remember how the water demand 
changes over the course of a day and 
ensure the pumps meet that demand 
without running unnecessarily when 
demand is low.”

Equipped with this 
controller, said Pluck, 
the system can moni-
tor up to six connected 
identical pumps, each 
driven by motors with 
variable speed drives 
(VSDs). 

“We incorporate the 
VSD so that the con-
troller and MPC can 
change the speed of 
each individual motor 
based on the demand 
requirement. A four-
pump system, therefore, 
could have three pumps 
running at full capacity while the fourth 
runs at just 60% - saving energy while 
still meeting demand.”

As the system’s algorithms calculate 
patterns, it can trim off waste energy 
consumption when less pumping is 
required. The controller can also alter-
nate the starting sequence of the 
pumps, resulting in more even running 
time and less wear and tear across 

the pumps. This allows more accurate 
and economical service planning and 
scheduling. 

High-efficiency IE3 motors further 
enhance the MPC’s energy efficiency 
while maintaining a constant pressure 
during changing flow demands. “With 
a user-friendly interface, the systems 
offer ease of installation and commis-
sioning, along with long-term value for 
money.”

Intelligent water boosting 
systems for energy savings

Safety ABBility boost for mine hoists

VIKING Pump have devel-
oped a new sealing tech-
nology for their extensive 

range of Universal Seal series 
pumps – the O-Pro Seal.

As the name suggest, the seal 
uses a series of O-rings to create a 
robust seal and lubrication cham-
ber in a single piece seal. 
According to local 
distributors Natal 
Pump Services, it 
is generally more 
cost effective 
than many mechani-
cal seal options while 
reducing leakage rates 
compared to those experienced 
from pumps with packing.

It is also designed for back-
pull-out, reducing downtime and 
simplifying maintenance. 

There are three options of this 
new sealing technology. 

The first, the O-Pro Barrier 
seal replaces both the bushing 
and the sealing elements - pack-
ing or mechanical seal - with a 
machined seal gland. This design 
combines a bracket bushing and 
seal gland made of hardened cast 
iron with two sets of double O ring 
seals giving reliable sealing with 
easy maintenance.

 Originally designed for use 
in the sugar and confectionary 
industries, the O-Pro Barrier Seal 
can be retro-fitted to the majority 
of Viking Universal Seal packed 

pumps without modification. It is 
ideal for a wide variety of applica-
tions in industry such as pumping 
isocyanate, paints, adhesives and 
inks as the barrier fluid stops 
air bound moisture contacting the 

fluid.
The other two 

options, O-Pro 
Guard and O-Pro 

Cartridge are suit-
able for replac-
ing mechanical 
seals and pack-

ing in instances 
when a hardened cast 

iron bushing isn’t suitable.
Available in stainless steel, 

these options both replace pack-
ing or a mechanical seal by 
using a series of O-rings to seal 
between the bracket and shaft 
surfaces giving a compact design 
for easy retrofit and simple ongo-
ing future maintenance.

The O-Pro Seals come with 
sanitary FKM O-rings as stand-
ard and can be fitted to both the 
standard and jacketed versions of 
the Universal Seal product lines. 
The Viking Universal Seal series 
of pumps fitted with O-Pro seals 
cover flows to 295 m3/hr, dis-
charge pressures to 14 bar and 
process liquid viscosities between 
20 – 1,700 cSt at temperatures 
between -15°C to +175°C. 

New pump  
seal technology

BRADY, a global leader in indus-
trial and safety printing systems 

and solutions, announced today 
the launch of a new print-on hook 
material designed to identify wire 
and cable bundles. As data centers 
increase in size and complexity, 
the challenge to correctly iden-
tify cable bundles, efficiently, has 
become more important. When 
installing and updating cables, a 
misidentified cable can interrupt 
data, cause outages and make 
troubleshooting more difficult, limit-
ing overall productivity.

Since hook and loop solutions 
are already used heavily in the 
datacom industry (as they are less 
like likely to damage cable insula-
tion), Brady partnered with Velcro 

Brand to create an innovative solu-
tion:

BradyGrip Print-on Hook Material 
featuring Velcro Brand Hook. This 
exclusive new product combines 
high-performing Brady materials 
with Velcro Brand technology. It 
can be printed on, then placed on 
Velcro Brand One-Wrap Ties to 
identify wire or cable bundles.

“Today there’s a focus on greater 
efficiency in the wire and cable 
industries,” said Adam Meaux, 
senior global product manager at 
Brady. “And faster application and 
identification are key. We devel-
oped BradyGrip to improve the 
way identification is done in the 
field, saving both time and money. 

Innovative, new wire ID solution
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GIVEN the unsteadiness of 
the economy, influenced by 
factors that fall outside the 

control of the industry, Goscor Lift 
Truck Company’s (GLTC’s) short-
term rental solution offers flexible 
and cost-effective solutions for cash-
strapped material handling equip-
ment users. 

That’s according to Tanya 
Brummer, the company’s National 
Rental Manager, who said short-
term rental can be anything from a 
day to three years.

“Amid the current uncertainty due 
to tough economic conditions, this is 
a flexible solution for our customers 
as they don’t have to be bound to 
five-year rental contracts, for exam-
ple. They can terminate the rental 
agreement anytime when finances 
are tight, or business production 

reduces.” 
She said if a company rents equip-

ment from them on a short-term 
basis and the market deteriorates, 
they are in a position to return the 
equipment to the supplier. On the 
other end of the scale, if they win 

projects or take on new 
work, they can still hire 
more equipment to meet 
their immediate needs, 
without taking on greater 
risk.

“Our short-term rental 
solution offers that much 
needed flexibility, allowing 
customers to easily adapt 
to business fluctuations.”

Brummer said as the 
peak season approaches, 
many of GLTC’s customers 
find the short-term rental 
solution a fitting solution 

for their needs, as they can eas-
ily and cost-effectively satisfy their 
additional machinery needs.

“For example, we expect to start 
supplying farmers in the Cape Town 
area with additional equipment as 

they are approaching their peak 
season,” she said, adding that the 
company also supplies warehouses 
and distribution centres, and ahead 
of the festive season, these facilities 
tend to be busy. 

The rental division is repre-
sented in all the major economic 
hubs of the country, with branch-
es in Johannesburg, Durban, 
Pietermaritzburg, East London, 
Cape Town and two multi-franchise 
branches in Port Elizabeth and 
Nelspruit.

“We also have our own roll-back 
trucks that deliver the forklifts to 
our customers to reduce turnaround 
times and increase flexibility, for 
example, when a customer requires 
early delivery or late collection.” 

Short-term rental offers flexibility in uncertain times

SOUTH Africa is currently fac-
ing a major environmental 
problem, where invasive alien 

plants are aggressively spreading 
and taking precious water and space 
from our indigenous plants.

That’s according to Zaheer Ismail, 
Project Manager – Environment, 
Bosch Munitech who said, “Many 
alien plants consume more water 
than local plants and are deplet-
ing our valuable underground water 
resources”.

Added to this, dense alien veg-
etation provides fuel for veld fires, 
causing damage to the soil structure 
beneath. “Invasive alien plants are 
also a major threat to biodiversity in 
catchment areas, potentially disrupt-
ing the delicate natural balance in 
ecosystems. In South Africa there 
are now approximately 383 invasive 
plant species that must be urgently 

controlled to prevent further dam-
age.”

Ismail said the company works 
closely with botanists and other envi-
ronmental specialists, offering vari-
ous services to assist with alien inva-
sive plant management. “Together 
we develop alien invasive species 
management plans for specific pro-
jects, including environmental man-
agement or fire risk settings.”

These management plans involve 
the identification of the types of spe-
cies in the area and recommen-
dations are provided as to which 
control and management methods 
are best suited for eradication and 
management of the alien vegetation.

“Although alien invasive species 
can be managed in various ways 
– manual and mechanical (labour 
and mechanical equipment), bio-
logical (beetles and viruses) or with 

chemicals (herbicides), 
we prefer to use environ-
mentally-friendly manual, 
mechanical and biological 
methods.”

In a current project tak-
ing place on a river in 
Durban, Bosch Munitech is control-
ling the spread of Water Hyacinth, 
through a combination of manual 
and biological management meth-
ods. 

Manual removal of alien vegeta-
tion normally involves hand-pulling of 
invasive plants, like Water Hyacinth, 
from the water surface, using a pitch-
fork and treble hooks. Because this 
method is labour-intensive, it is only 
effective for limited areas of infesta-
tion. Another problem with manual 
control, is that vegetation remov-
al from deep water, like canals, 
requires additional equipment, such 

as rafts or boats, as well as various 
safety precautions. 

In the current Durban river project, 
Bosch Munitech’s recommenda-
tion was to clear a pocket of Water 
Hyacinth from the river directly in 
front of the area where a specially 
designed and manufactured net was 
installed. Pitchforks and treble hooks 
were used to manually pull the hya-
cinth to the sides of the river.

The plants were then moved to 
the stock piling location, where they 
were left to dry before being trans-
ported to areas of rehabilitation, to 
be used as a mulch fertilizer.

On the frontlines of the war 
against alien vegetation

SUMITOMO Rubber South 
Africa, manufacturer of the 

Dunlop, Sumitomo and Falken 
tyre brands for the African conti-
nent, has announced the appoint-
ment of Lubin Ozoux as the new 
Chief Executive 
Officer and 
E x e c u t i v e 
Director of 
SRSA, effec-
tive1 January 
2021.

He takes over 
the role from 
outgoing CEO, 
Riaz Haffejee 
who has led the 
company for 
the past eight 
years. Ozoux is 
the current Group Director: Sales, 
Marketing and Operation at SRSA 
and has been a member of the 
Executive Committee, contributing 
to the overall direction of the com-
pany.

He joined SRSA in 2017 as 
Director: Export (Africa) leading the 
expansion into key African mar-
kets, later taking on the responsibil-
ity of leading the company’s sales 
effort throughout territories in Africa 
including South Africa.

The Board of Sumitomo Rubber 
Industries, SRSA’s parent company 
based in Japan, thanked Haffejee 
for his service to the company. 

He will remain with the company 
until the 31 January 2021 to ensure 
a smooth transition.

New boss for 
top tyremaker

WORLD Net Logistics has been 
renamed Rhenus Logistics 
South Africa. The rebrand 

became official on 1 December fol-
lowing the company’s acquisition by 
the Rhenus Group last year.

The Rhenus logo and corporate 
identity is replacing the World Net 
Logistics branding, reflecting its posi-
tioning as part of the global organisa-
tion.

“We are excited to be fully inte-
grated and a part of the Rhenus 
Group – with its ‘One Group – One 
Brand – One Rhenus’ philosophy,” 
said Dirk Goedhart, Chief Executive 
Officer of World Net Logistics (now 

Rhenus Logistics South Africa). “It 
brings about new opportunities to 
leverage off the global Rhenus net-
work, giving our clients even greater 
value and enabling us to pursue our 
growth strategy.”

The integration of World Net 
Logistics has been phased in since 
its acquisition by Rhenus in 2019.

“Because of our shared values, 
similar vision and mission, aligned 
strategies, and the group’s decen-
tralised structure, the transition 
from World Net Logistics to Rhenus 
Logistics South Africa has been 
seamless,” said Goedhart. “With the 
exception of the name change, new 

logo and new corporate identify, it is 
still very much business as usual – 
only better.” 

Tobias Bartz, a member of the 
Rhenus board said with a histo-
ry spanning more than 100 years, 
Rhenus is a growing company that is 
committed to strengthening its inter-
national network. 

Rhenus, with an annual turnover of 
EUR 5.5 billion (almost R101 billion), 
has business sites at 750 locations 
worldwide and employs 33,000 peo-
ple. It provides solutions for a wide 
variety of different sectors along the 
complete supply chain; they include 
multimodal transport operations, 

warehousing, customs clearance as 
well as value-added services.

“The establishment of operations in 
Southern Africa marks an important 
step for the group in building a foot-
print in Africa, linking the continent 
to the global Rhenus network,” said 
Bartz 

“The formation of Rhenus Logistics 
South Africa is a vital development 
for our business, opening up new 
service offerings for clients. It also 
provides an excellent mechanism 
through which we aim to grow our 
market share over the next years.”

‘Business as usual – only better.’ 
Rebrand for logistics company 

GLOBALLY accredited sustain-
ability ratings provider EcoVadis 

has scored Sappi Southern Africa 
Platinum Medal status in its assess-
ment of how well the company has 
integrated sustainability principles 
into its business and management 
system.

EcoVadis is the world’s larg-
est provider of business sustain-
ability ratings. Each of the 65,000 
companies it rates are assessed 
based on international sustain-
ability standards, including the 
Global Reporting Initiative, the 
United Nations Global Compact 
(UNGC), and the ISO 26000. Their 
Sustainability Scorecard illustrates 
performance across 21 indicators 
in four themes, being Environment, 
Labour & Human Rights, Ethics and 
Sustainable Procurement.

Sappi Southern Africa scored 79 
out of 100 in its assessment, afford-
ing it Platinum Medal status and 
placing it in the top one percent of 
companies assessed by EcoVadis 
worldwide.

Top sustainability 
rating for SA paper 

heavyweight

Enquiry no: 31

Enquiry no: 32

Enquiry no: 33

Enquiry no: 34

Enquiry no: 35


